
Journal of the Atlantic City Convention Hall Organ Society, Inc.

Issue 20	�  Summer 2003

e-
m

ai
l: 

   
in

fo
@

ac
ch

o
s.

o
rg

   
  W

eb
si

te
:  

  w
w

w
.a

cc
h

o
s.

o
rg

theGrand
Ophicleide



2 Grand
Ophicleide

The Atlantic City Convention Hall 
Organ Society, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) 
corporation founded in 1997 and 

dedicated to the use, preservation and 
restoration of the organs in the Atlantic 

City Boardwalk Convention Hall.

the Grand Ophicleide is published 
quarterly for its members by The Atlan-
tic City Convention Hall Organ Society, 

Inc. Opinions expressed are those 
of individual contributors and do not 

necessarily reflect the official policies 
of the Society.
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Dunlap Design Studio, Inc.

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

1009 Bay Ridge Avenue, PMB 108, Annapolis, Maryland 21403
www.acchos.org  •  info@acchos.org
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Charles F. Swisher, Vice-President
John H. Clotworthy, Secretary-Treasurer

Stephen L. Adams • Harry C. Bellangy • Antoni Scott

On the Cover — The 5-manual portable console designed by Senator Emerson Richards 
for the Midmer-Losh organ.  The photo shows the third and final re-build of the console. 
It was nearly discarded several years ago, but cooler heads prevailed and it was saved.  
Photo by Antoni Scott.
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Tone Symbols
Square = Diapasons

Clover = Diminutive Foundations
Keystone = Diaphones/Chorus Reeds

Diamond = Diminutive Reeds
Cusp Hexagon = Mixtures

Circle = Flutes
Hexagon = Strings

Triangle = Percussions
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It is very nice to hear that work is still being done to refurbish 
a Grand Old Lady.

As I was growing up in Atlantic City I became aware of the 
organ in the Convention Hall quite by accident. My father was 
a teacher in the Atlantic City School System. Once a year the 
state held a teachers’ convention at the hall with all sorts of 
exhibits and my father would let me tag along as he new I was 
interested in all sorts of things.

At the time I was very interested in snakes and things of that 
sort and there was a company there that dealt with things for 
biology teachers. While visiting these exhibits someone began 
playing the organ. I went off on my own on one such visit and 
found the source of the sound.

I was fascinated by all the buttons and keys to say the least. 
At that point in time I had been taking some music lessons so I 
understood basically what was going on with the instrument. I 
asked a lot of questions about an organ and how they worked 
through my church organist. So the following year when I went 
back to the convention I went directly to find the organist. I was 
very fortunate to be given a tour of inner workings of the instru-
ment and allowed to go back to see more as I had befriended 
several of the stagehands who worked at the Hall. To say the least 
to a youngster this was an amazing site. How all of this could be 
operated from one location was beyond my understanding.

I got to listen to the organ a number of times while in Atlantic 
City. I also learned while attending high school that very often 
when something went wrong at the hall they would sometimes 
come to the high school and rob parts from the organ in the 
auditorium. 

I would guess that outside of the simple wonder of seeing 
and hearing this instrument that by the way at that time was 
under-funded for repairs, was meeting E. Power Biggs. I got to 
sit with him at the console and reach up and turn several pages 
for him while he rehearsed. 

I remember it being played for the 1964 Democratic Conven-
tion. I can also remember that you could hear the organ while 
standing on the Boardwalk in front of the Convention Hall.

I got to play the organ in the ballroom my senior year in 
high school as I was the back up organist for our graduation. 
As you are aware it was installed about the same time as the 
larger one. 

Bill Vogt 
Stage Manager

Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra

Atlantic City’s 
Musical Masterpiece
The Story of the World’s Largest Pipe 

Organ
By Stephen D. Smith 
500 pages, 7"×10" cloth-bound 

volume
A complete illustrated history of the 

Midmer-Losh Pipe Organ
Price: $46 (plus S & H)

The Atlantic City 
Convention Hall Organ
A Pictorial Essay about the World’s 

Largest Pipe Organ
Photographs by Fred Hess & Son
Narrative by Stephen D. Smith
112 pages, 95 black and white photo-

graphs of the Midmer-Losh organ
Cloth-bound volume 11½"×13"
Price: $45 (plus S & H)

The Auditorium Organ
Compact Disc Recording
1998 demonstration recording of the 

Midmer-Losh pipe organ
Price: $15 (plus S & H)

The Atlantic City 
Convention Hall Organ
Four essays by Stephen D. Smith 
60-page booklet
An Introduction to the World’s Largest 

Pipe Organ 
The Seven-Manual Console 
Index of Stops 
The Five-Manual Console 
Price: $15 (plus S & H)

Membership 
Yearly ACCHOS membership dues are:

Regular $20  •  Contributor $40  •  Donor $75  
Supporter $100 • Benefactor $250  •  Sponsor $500  

Life Membership $1,000

Overseas Regular membership is $30 to defray postage costs. 
Please make checks payable in your currency to ACCHOS and mail 
to: Atlantic City Convention Hall Organ Society, Inc., 1009 Bay 
Ridge Avenue, PMB 108, Annapolis, Maryland 21403
The ACCHOS is a 501 (c)(3) organization incorporated in the 
State of Maryland, USA.

Order online at 
http://www.acchos.org/html/store.html 

or call the Organ Historical Society at 804-
353-9226 to place an order. Digital designs on 
T-shirts, mugs, and more at: www.cre8ivitee.com

we get mail


